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Check out our new
logo!

Welcome to Our Newsletter!
Welcome to our first newsletter! Our
goal is to present you with information that
is timely and useful, and we encourage any
feedback or sug gestions for future
n e w s l e t t e r s. We w i l l b e p rov i d i n g
information about new technologies,
products and services, as well as answering
our most frequently asked questions.
This month, we’ll be focusing on properly
preparing your home for winter. As you
know, we get some pretty brutal weather
here in NY, and if you remember the
“Snowpocalypse” of last winter that pretty
much crippled the entire region, you know
the importance of being
as prepared as possible
for bad weather. So,
enjoy reading! We hope
you find the information
interesting
&
informative.
Fall Home Maintenance Tips
Well, it’s that time of year again. The leaves
have changed color and there is a definite
nip in the air. Everyone is making plans for

the upcoming holiday season, so the last
thing anyone wants to think about is home
maintenance chores. Unfortunately, they’re
a fact of life for homeowners.
Remodeling Alliance is now offering Home
Maintenance and Handyman services, so
you won’t have to be outside in the
cold weather, freezing your fingers off
and missing out on family activities.
We can perform all the maintenance
tasks so you don’t have to worry about
anything but enjoying your warm
comfortable home. Your time is
valuable. Wouldn’t you rather spend it
doing something fun?
We also recommend doing an
annual exterior inspection of your
home to locate any problems or
potential problems that could lead to
expensive repairs later. For example, simple
re-caulking can prevent water infiltration
that causes destruction to not just the
exterior, but interior walls as well. Often the
damage isn’t noticeable until it is significant
- and expensive.

Phone (Westchester): 914-747-1812
Phone (Putnam/Dutchess): 845-896-5515
Mike’s cell: 845-206-3848

Reminder: Time is running out to take
advantage of the government’s energy tax
rebates and incentives.
Go to www.getenergysmart.com to
learn more!

Remodeling Alliance is
now offering Home
Maintenance and
Handyman services.
Call us today!
Remodeling Alliance is NYSERDA
certified to perform home energy
audits. Contact us for more
information and to schedule an
a p p o i n t m e n t .

For information: Mike@remodelingalliance.com

Home Weatherization

Fall Maintenance checklist

Heat loss and gain through a building’s
shell create the largest energy demands on
residential buildings.
“Weatherizations” are modifications to
the home that reduce heat loss or gain such as
added insulation, thermal barriers, air sealing,
reducing solar gain, etc.
Energy efficient homes have a thermal
boundary which is a plane defined by
insulation and an air barrier. An effective air
barrier is nearly air-tight. This is sometimes
tricky to achieve in homes with many angles,
corners and protrusions.
Heat travels through your walls, floors,
foundations, attics, windows and ceilings using
two mechanisms - heat transmission and
air leakage.
Air leaks into and out of your home
through penetrations in the building shell’s
interior and exterior skin. Although we are all
aware of the obvious air leaks, large hidden
penetrations often dominate air leakage
through indirect paths. Reducing air leakage is
performed by identifying and then sealing
these obvious and less obvious air gaps.

Exterior:
Check foundation for cracks & water seepage
Check faucets for leaks, turn off water, drain faucets and hoses
Remove leaves & debris from gutters, install gutter protection, check for leaks
Inspect chimneys for birds, insects, animals, cracks, deterioration or creosote buildup
Check air & dryer vents for lint buildup & debris
Check roof for leaks, damaged, loose of missing shingles
Check soffits for birds or animals; flashing, vents & skylights for leaks
Inspect siding, brick & stonework for signs of deterioration, holes or chipping paint
Check caulking and weatherstripping. Replace where needed
Inspect garage door mechanisms, lubricate hardware
Landscape:
Mulch plants, plant spring bulbs, put winter/deer protection around tender shrubs & trees
Cover grill, cover or store outdoor furniture. Empty & cover planters to prevent cracking
Seed & fertilize lawn, mulch or rake leaves
Check driveway for cracks, clean oil & grease, and seal it
Drain & turn off irrigation system
Interior:
Flush out hot water heater to remove sediment. Lubricate circulating pump
Check sliding window & door tracks. Remove dust & dirt from weep holes
Check basement or crawlspace for cracks, signs of dampness or leaks, insects or mice
Insulate pipes
Test, clean & lubricate sump pump
Bleed radiators, clean & replace furnace filters, have boiler cleaned
Test fire extinguishers, smoke and carbon monoxide detectors for proper operation.
- Replace batteries or units if necessary
Examine attic for leaks. Add insulation if needed. Check for birds, insects, & animals
Seal attic fan with airtight cover & insulate
Clean fireplace or woodstove. Check for cracks, missing mortar & flue problems
Clean stovepipe, inspect for corrosion
Purchase or replenish supply of wood pellets or logs
Remove or cover window air conditioners
Close, lock and check all windows for air leaks.
Weather strip, install storm windows, cover with plastic or replace windows as needed
Purchase ice melt for walkways & driveways
Find snow shovels & put them where they can be easily accessed.

Heat transmission is a little more
complicated. A building’s thermal resistance
determines how much heat transmits through
the shell. The “shell” is defined as the
components that make the structure such as
concrete block, framing, plywood, insulation,
windows, doors, sheetrock, siding, etc. Each
component has different levels of thermal
resistance. For instance, a single pane window
has less thermal resistance than a double
paned window.
SERVICES WE PROVIDE:
Heat transmission moves through
conduction, convection and radiation. All
three mechanisms can take place in any
component of your home.
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Electrical

Reduced heat transmission is obtained by
improving thermal resistance to any or all of
your building components. It includes radiant
barriers, insulation, glazing and thermal
breaks.
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New Home
Construction
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Kitchens
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Masonry
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Windows & Doors
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Bathrooms
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Tile
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Finished Attics
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Decks
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Painting

Call us and we can perform an energy
audit to determine the efficiency of your home
and make recommendations for reducing heat
transmission and air leakage along with energy
savings projections.
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Finished Basements
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Flooring

•	


Home Automation
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Landscaping
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Energy Audits
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Green Building
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Roofing
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